January 29, 2012

Romans 1:24-32 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful
desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of
their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about
God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather
than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even
their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural
ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one
another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and
received in themselves the due penalty for their error.
Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind,
so that they do what ought not to be done. They have become
filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity.
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful;
they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; %' they
have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although
they know God'’s righteous decree that those who do such things
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but
also approve of those who practice them.

Micah 2:11 If a liar and deceiver comes and says, ‘I will
prophesy for you plenty of wine and beer,’ that would be just the
prophet for this people!

Life is preparation for eternity.

The essence of hell is to be separated from God.
People are lost and don’t even know it.

God wants us to be found.

Heaven is a free gift.

People matter to God.

Luke 15:4-10 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and
loses one of them. Doesn'’t he leave the ninety-nine in the
open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And
when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and
says, ‘Rejoice with me; | have found my lost sheep.’ | tell you
that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not need to repent. “Or suppose a woman has
ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep
the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when
she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and
says, ‘Rejoice with me; | have found my lost coin.’ In the same
way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner who repents.”

John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as
some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.
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